Before the

FEDERAL COVMUNI CATI ONS COWM SSI ON
Washi ngton, DC. 20554

In the Matter of )
)
Changes in Part 97 ) RM — 10869
Wth Regard to Amateur Radio )
Service Rules, Element 1 )

To: The Conmm ssi on

| would i ke to thank the Conmi ssion for the opportunity to
comment on RM 10869. | am Amat eur Radi o Operator KCOARF who
was |icensed in 1997, and | am a Technician C ass operator.

| amparticularly active in Skywarn weat her collection
activities, along with Amateur Radi o social activities.

| amnot in favor of this proposal.

Last sumrer, the Wrld Radi o Conference (WRC-03) changed
Article 25.5 to read as foll ows:

25.5 S3 1) Administrations shall determ ne whet her
or not a person seeking a license to operate an
amat eur station shall denonstrate the ability to
send and receive texts in Mrse code signals.

Several other countries have rel axed the code requirenent,
and | feel that it is time for the United States to do the
sane.

M. Lowance’ s opinion that Morse Code (CW is a necessary
skill for Amateur Radio Operators to possess carries little
wei ght in today’s comruni cations networks. |If CWwas truly
important for an Anerican Citizen to learn, then citizens
woul d be learning it in school al ongside basic mathematics
and spelling studies. Disasters require every citizen to
wor k together for the common good to rebuild society, and if
CWremains as critical as M. Low ance asserts, we all would
know CW before we | earned how to drive a car.

| would also argue that if CWwas a critical part of the
Honel and Security, Amateur Radi o Operators woul d have
mandatory drills involving Morse Code, and yearly testing of
operators to ensure that code skills are retained. Present
FCC rul es mandate that an operator pass the test once in
order to receive credit. Unless that operator naintains
regul ar CWconversations, | would doubt that 10 years after
passi ng the exam that the operator could pass it again.



Morse Code is nothing nore than a nmeans to communi cat e.
Knowi ng CW does not add technical know edge, nor conpl enents
on-air behavior with other operators. CWknow edge will not
assist in antenna designs, will not help with RF-based
conputer networks, and will not save the United States in a
di saster.

Concl usi on

| urge the Comm ssion to decline RV 10869 on the grounds
that CWis nerely a communi cations node, and it is not a
communi cations standard, nor is it critical to Honel and

Security.

Thank you for your attention.

Christian Reynol ds

Amat eur Radi o Oper at or KCOARF
526 Cass Street

Green Bay, W 54301



